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AbOuT sTEPPIn’ OuT...
STEPPIN’ OUT is a subsidiary of LEgacy
166 Inc., a non-profit organization with 
a Mission to provide Educational, career, 
and Economic opportunities for youth 
and the Underserved of Diverse cultures; 
make available cultural activities for 
community participation; and deliver 
Quality of Life Skills Training through 
the arts and community collaborations. 

STEPPIN’ OUT provides quality of 
life information to the community each 
month at no cost to the reader. Even 
though STEPPIN’ OUT is not a “hard 
news’ publication, the columns submitted 
by our contributors touch on subjects 
that address a wide range of community 
and cultural issues. Regular features 
include articles on health, history, enter- 
tainment, and finance. articles on fashion, 
literature, and technology are some of
the subjects that are occasionally featured.

STEPPIN’ OUT and LEgacy 166 Inc. 
will continue to expand their roles in the 
community by offering internships and 
career training, and youth development 
and work opportunities. Volunteers are 
always needed with this mission.

STEPPIN’ OUT welcomes your comments
and suggestions regarding this publication. 

For information on advertising, to comment 
on subject matter, or to volunteer your 
services, please contact us at:

sTEPPIn’ OuT
PO BOx 6781

Mobile aL 36660
(251) 533-5726

STEPPIN’ OUT reserves the right to 
refuse any advertisement it deems inappro-
priate for our readers or that does not 
meet the publications standard of quality.

ViSiT uS ONliNE...
steppinoutmobile.com

-and-

E-mail uS...
steppinoutnews@aol.com

COnTRIbuTORs...

DIScLaIMER: The views expressed by the 
contributors in STEPPIN’ OUT are those of 
the columnist and do not necessarily represent 
the views of  STEPPIN’ OUT, its advertisers, 
LEgacy 166, or its Board of Directors. The 
contributors in this publication are free to 
express their own opinions. Nothing in these 
columns should be construed as STEPPIN’ 
OUT, its advertisers, LEgacy 166, or its 
Board of Directors supporting or  opposing 
any specific view. D
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The Gold Wrapping Paper 
   Once upon a time, there was a man who worked very hard just to keep 
food on the table for his family. This particular year a few days before 
christmas, he punished his little five-year-old daughter after learning 
that she had used up the family’s only roll of expensive gold wrapping 
paper.
   as money was tight, he became even more upset when on christmas 
Eve he saw that the child had used all of the expensive gold paper to 
decorate one shoebox she had put under the christmas tree. He also was 
concerned about where she had gotten money to buy what was in the 
shoebox.
   Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl, filled with excitement, 
brought the gift box to her father and said, “This is for you, Daddy!”
   as he opened the box, the father was embarrassed by his earlier overre-
action, now regretting how he had punished her.
But when he opened the shoebox, he found it was empty and again his 
anger flared. “Don’t you know, young lady,” he said harshly, “when you 
give someone a present, there’s supposed to be something inside the 
package!”
   The little girl looked up at him with sad tears rolling from her eyes and 
whispered: “Daddy, it’s not empty. I blew kisses into it until it was all 
full.”
   The father was crushed. He fell on his knees and put his arms around 
his precious little girl. He begged her to forgive him for his unnecessary 
anger.
   an accident took the life of the child only a short time later. It is told 
that the father kept this little gold box by his bed for all the years of his 
life. Whenever he was discouraged or faced difficult problems, he would 
open the box, take out an imaginary kiss, and remember the love of this 
beautiful child who had put it there. 
   In a very real sense, each of us has been given an invisible golden 
box filled with unconditional love and kisses from our children, family, 
friends and god. There is no more precious possession anyone could 
hold. D
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Music Festival Celebrates 19 Years
OK... Here’s the line-up so far and keep in mind while you’re reading this, 
they’re not finished…Kenny g, Brian culbertson, Boney James, Tower of Power, 
Norman Brown, candy Dulfer, Richard Elliot, Rick Braun, Patti austin, Pieces of 
a Dream, Michael Lington, Darren Rahn, Paul Brown, Eric Darius, Doc Powell,
Ken Ford, Four 80 East, althea Rene, Matt Marshak, Jake Shimabukuro, Roman 
Street, and rising stars adam Hawley and Jeanette Harris. That’s the roster of 
stars that’s been announced by the Seabreeze Jazz Festival.

The festival takes place april 19-23 in Panama city Beach, FL at Pier Park at the 
aaron Beasant Park amphitheater. Title Sponsor ResortQuest by Wyndham Vacation 
Rentals is pleased to once again be the official title sponsor of the annual events and guests 
can choose from hundreds of Panama city Beach condos all located directlyon the beautiful 
gulf of Mexico.

check out the cOOL NEW MOBILE aPP for Seabreeze Jazz Festival! It’s a free download — 
and includes great features to get you ready for ‘The Ultimate Weekend of Smooth Jazz!” 

sAVE THE dATE... APRIL 19-23, 2017
TickeTs on sale noW!

order Tickets @ 1(877)987-6487

boney james

kenny g

patti austin
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Memphis Vaughan Jr.
a native mobilian and editor of literary website, TimBookTu.com
Feedback can be sent to: mempv57@gmail.com

TAKIng MObILE TO THE nExT LEVEL

How Much Growth is Too Much for Mobile?
   I’m an advocate for growth when it comes to cities and especially for Mobile and its surrounding areas. although I was born 
in Mobile, I spent my childhood in a much larger northern city and benefited from many of the things that it offered back in its 
heyday. We moved back to Mobile just as I was becoming a teenager and it took time to adjust to differences between the two cities.   
   Since then I have watched as Mobile has grown slowly but not at the pace of other cities during the same timeframe. I have often 
discussed what Mobile needs to make it grow faster and it wasn’t until I had a discussion the other day with my two older sons, 
did the question come up about how much growth is too much.   My sons each live in two of the largest and most iconic cities in 
the world, Washington D.c. and New york city.   Whenever I visit those cities, I often wish that Mobile had some or more of the 
things that are found in these cities. I am by no means comparing Mobile to those two cities. There are cities of similar sizes, such 
as charleston and Savannah, that has certain things that I wish Mobile had, to make Mobile more competitive with places around 
this country.
   My son’s question made me stop and think about how much growth I’d like to see in Mobile.  I do not wish for it to become a city 
with so many people that traffic, rising housing prices, congestion and other urban ills of major cities overtake Mobile and make 
it a less desirable place to live. However, I would like to see Mobile grow to the point that we have more options in the areas of 
transportation, leisure activities, shopping, education, housing choices and cultural happenings to make it a more progressive and 
vibrant city. I do want Mobile to retain the charm, character and uniqueness of its southern and gulf coast culture and heritage.
   It’s all about finding the right balance of things to make it a desirable place for young people to want to remain here and have 
the jobs, amenities and educational facilities to continue to draw people to the area.   We’re doing okay right now but we could do 
much better. We have to strengthen our educational system, beef up our infrastructure and stop letting the attractions that we do 
have slip away (the closing of the Maritime Museum is a prime example that I’ll save for a future article).    
   We must also have the right attitude for growth. Sometimes, I feel that some Mobilians are their worst enemies. We spend too 
much time complaining and being complacent and we don’t celebrate, appreciate, utilize, highlight and take care of things that we 
do have. It’s okay to point out our shortcomings but we must also roll up our sleeves and do our part to help make it better. This 
may be in the form of civic involvement, investments, support and advocacy to implement the needed changes for positive growth.
   I don’t have the answer to my son’s question and we probably don’t have to worry about too much growth right now. His ques-
tion has made me stop to think about each thing that I advocate in the future for the city and whether it will be positive growth 
for the community and its citizens. D

“
To be successful, 
you have to have 

your heart
in your business 

and your business 
inyour heart

”

QuOTE
OF THE

 MOnTH

The city of Mobile Visitor center Moves to History Museum
 The city of Mobile, Mobile Museum Board, and Visit Mobile announced 
that through a collaborative effort the Visitor center is moving to the 
History Museum (Old city Hall) to be staffed and managed by 
Visit Mobile.
 “We are thrilled to work with our tourism partners to make 
sure this important element of Destination Mobile remains  
available and accessible to our guests and citizens,” said  
Mayor Sandy Stimpson.
   “Visit Mobile remains committed to providing our tourists and
guests a world class experience and is pleased to partner with the 
city and History Museum to offer this important accommodation,” 
Karen atchison, chairman of Visit Mobile added.
   greg Reynolds, chairman of the Mobile Museum Board shared, 
“We are excited about all that is going on in Mobile, especially 
around the History Museum with the opening of Mardi gras Park, 
the cruise ship returning and our recent agreement with a private 
entity to activate Fort conde into a vibrant and unique attraction.”
   The Visitor center will re-open on December 12, 2016, at 9 am. D
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COVER sTORY

“Hold on Loosely” because New year’s Eve will be a blast this 
year! 38 Special will be “Rockin’ Into the Night” with thousands 
of revelers as the giant MoonPie atop the RSa Trustmark Building 
descends at midnight. any child of the 80s will remember singing 
to the band’s many hits, and three decades later 38 Special contin-
ues to bring their signature blast of Southern Rock to more than 
100 cities a year. and at each and every show, thousands of audience 
members are amazed by the explosive power of the band’s perfor-
mance. Their many gold and Platinum album awards stand in 
testament to the endurance of a legendary powerhouse. 
 With sales in excess of 20 million, most associate the band with 
their arena-rock pop smashes, “Hold on Loosely,” “Rockin’ Into 
the Night,” “caught Up in you,” “Fantasy girl,” “If I’d Been the 
One,” “Back Where you Belong” and more; timeless hits that 
remain a staple on the radio, immediately recognizable from the 
first opening chord, and paving the way to their present-day tours. 
 38 Special will cap an evening of activities that begin with the 
cutting of the world’s largest edible MoonPie at 9:15, followed 
by a second line parade at 9:45 from the Renaissance Riverview 
Plaza Hotel to the main stage. There, the opening act (to be 
announced later) will take the stage, followed by 38 Special at 
11:00. at midnight the band will sing “auld Lang Sine” as the 
MoonPie descends and fireworks light the sky, accompanied by 
a laser light show.

GoodbyE 2016
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arTs neWs
WHO KILLED THE BOSS aT THE cHRISTMaS PaRTy
Saturday, December 3rd, 7:00 p.m. at The carnival Museum - 355 government 
Street. advance reservations are required at www.mobilemysterydinners.com

THE aDVENTURES OF aRcHy aND MEHITaBEL
Fridays and Saturdays, 8 p.m., Sundays, 2 p.m., Mobile Theatre guild, 14 N. 
Lafayette Street. In a deserted office, a cockroach dives headfirst onto the keys of 
a typewriter, pouring out the ruminations of his soul. It’s “archy” (he’s too small 
to hold down the shift key), poet, philosopher, moralist and futile worshipper of 
“mehitabel,” the alley cat. This bizarre, highly original musical takes us into the 
streets of the big city as archy tries hopelessly to bring the “toujours gai” mehitabel 
off the back fence and into a respectable home as a housecat. Tickets: $20 general 
admission, $15 Seniors/Students/Military. available at www.mobiletheatreguild.org. 
251-510-0654

Mobile library neWs
cHESS cLUB
•MONDayS, DEcEMBER 5 & 12, 4 - 5 P.M., agES 9-17, West Regional Branch, 
  5555 grelot Road. come enjoy the fun! Learn to play chess or improve your skills. 
  For more information, call the children’s Department at 340-8571.
•TUESDayS, DEcEMBER 6, 13 & 20, 4 P.M., agES 8 aND aBOVE, 
  Ben May Main Library, 701 government Street. Beginners and experienced players
  are welcome. For more information, call the Ben May Main Library children’s 
  Department at 208-7086 or crhodes@mplonline.org.
•WEDNESDayS, DEcEMBER 7 & 14, 3 – 4:30 P.M., agES 8 aND aBOVE, 
  Toulminville Branch, 601 Stanton Rd. Mr. Ronald Reece will instruct children on 
  how to play the game of chess. For more information, call 438-7075.
•THURSDayS, DEcEMBER 1, 8 & 15, 4 P.M. agES 6 TO 18, Semmes Branch, 
  9150 Moffett Road. Learn to play chess! Beginners and experienced players are 
  welcome. For more information, call 645-6840.

HEaRT & SOUL BOOK cLUB
Saturday, December 3, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Ben May Main Library, 701 government Street. 
Poetry Readings: Join members of Heart & Soul Book club for an afternoon of poetry 
readings at the Main.  Students and adults are encouraged to share readings of their 
own works or works from their favorite poets. For more information, please call 
cassandra at 209-3559 or email heartandsoulbookclub@gmail.com.

BOOK-a-MONTH STORy TIME
Mondays, December 5, 12 & 19, 4 p.m., ages 10 to 15, Moorer/Spring Hill Branch, 
4 South Mcgregor ave. Join us every Monday to read a few chapters of The Best 
christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara Robinson. For more information, please call 
470-7770 or email ftigner@mplonline.org.

SILVER ScREENINgS MaTINEE FOR SENIORS
Tuesday, December 6, 11 a.m., Toulminville Branch, 601 Stanton Rd. It’s a Senior 
getaway! Join us for refreshments and a film. Our film is It’s a Wonderful Life. 
The film runs 129 minutes and is rated Pg. Reservations are required. For more 
information or to reserve a space, please call 438-7075.

EBONy MOMENTS BOOK cLUB
Thursday, December 8, 6 p.m., West Regional Branch, 5555 grelot Rd. Ebony 
Moments is a book discussion designed to increase the awareness of african-american

authors, both past and present, and to promote the love of reading for all. This month’s
topic of discussion is Every Woman’s Dream by Mary Monroe. For more information, 
contact Betty Kidd at 470-7766.

TEEN BOOK yaK & MOVIE SNacK
Friday, December 9, 4 p.m., Moorer/Spring Hill Branch, 4 South Mcgregor ave. 
The Scorch Trials-Enjoy the Book – Watch the Movie! They may have escaped the 
maze but Thomas and his fellow gladers face their greatest challenge yet: searching 
for clues about the mysterious and powerful organization known as WcKD. The film 
runs 132 minutes and is rated Pg-13. For more information, please call 470-7770 or 
email eenglish@mplonline.org.

a PagE IN TIME BOOK cLUB
Tuesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m., West Regional Branch, 5555 grelot Rd. If you love 
Historical Fiction this book club is for you. This month’s topic of discussion is all the 
Stars in the Heavens by adriana Trigiani. For more information, please call Michele 
at 340-8561.

LOOKINg FOR gRaNTS 
Wednesday, December 14, 2 - 4 p.m., West Regional Branch, 5555 grelot Road. 
Through the Funding Information Network; Michael Reimer, Reference Librarian, 
will show the class how to search internet sites that list grants. Registration 
is required due to the limited number of computer workstations. For additional 
information or to register, please call the Reference Department at 340-8561 or 
e-mail westref@mplonline.org.

BaySIDE BOOK cLUB
Thursday, December 15, 6 p.m., Parkway Branch, 1924-B Dauphin Island Parkway. 
This month’s topic of discussion is The Whole Town’s Talking by Fannie Flagg. 
For more information, please call Betty Fowler at 476-2600 or 208-7097.

MOVIE TIME WITH MR. BUTcH
Friday, December 16, 4 p.m., Moorer/Spring Hill Branch, 4 South Mcgregor ave. 
Popcorn & Lemonade; The feature is Mickey’s Once Upon a christmas. The film 
runs 70 minutes and is not rated. For more information, please call 470-7770 or 
email ftigner@mplonline.org.

REaDINg PaWS:
Saturday, December 17, 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., Ben May Main Library, 701 government
Street. Meet, greet & Read; come meet the Pet Therapy dogs and their owners. 
Learn all about the dogs and the services they provide the community. Practice 
your reading skills with a four-legged friend.  For more information, please call 
the children’s department at 208-7086 or email crhodes@mplonline.org. 

SaTURDay MaTINEE
Saturday December 17, 2 p.m., Saraland Public Library, 111 Saraland Loop. Finding 
Dory; In this sequel to Pixar’s 2003 smash hit Finding Nemo, lovable, amnesiac blue 
tang Dory decides to go off in search of her long-lost parents. The film runs 103 min-
utes and is rated Pg. For more information, please call 675-2879.

TEEN BOOK cLUB
Saturday, December 17, 2 – 4 p.m., West Regional Branch, 5555 grelot Road. 
Make new friends and join in the book discussion of some of the best ya Literature 
for Teens. Our topic of discussion is Ruin and Rising by Leigh Bardugo. For more 
information, please call the children’s department at 340-8571.

HEaRT & SOUL BOOK cLUB
Saturday, December 17, 4 – 5:30 p.m., West Regional Branch, 5555 grelot Rd. 
Heart & Soul Book club is for those seeking to improve their life through Mind, 
Body, Heart and Soul.  We read and discuss motivational and inspirational books 
that enhance who we are as we journey to a deeper meaning of our life’s purpose.  

(continued on Page 14... see FLAVA)
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featuring

Wynton Marsalis

TICKET CosT:  $9500  per person
Includes Round TRIp TRanspoRTaTIon • eVenT TIckeT • onboaRd RecepTIon

LIMITEd sEaTIng sTILL avaILabLE!  •  Payment Deadline December 10, 2016

the Jazz  Studio
a program of the Mobile big band society Inc

preSentS 

a Jazz JournEy
with Jazz at lincoln center orchestra

TUESDAY • JANUARY 17, 2017
The Riley center/Mississippi state university/Meridian, Mississippi
(departing Mobile @3pM)

for More inforMation ContaCt:  The Jazz studio... 251.545.4244 • peggy castile Thrash... 407.235.4757 • email... ajazzjourney@gmail.com

in The community, For The community & serving The community
 Bishop State truly is Mobile’s community college as said best by Dr. Reginald Sykes, acting President. 
Bishop State is in the community, for the community, and serving the community in a number of ways. 
Many think of Bishop as only having campus locations, but the college is located right in the heart of 
the community with its 6 off campus locations. In addition to the Main, carver, Southwest, and Baker-
gaines central campuses, there are 6 off campus locations where courses are offered. Bishop State 
is more than just a traditional learning environment through on-campus classes and online courses. 
Bishop State has off campus locations at several high schools throughout the area such as alma Bryant, 
Baker, citronelle, Mary g. Montgomery, Theodore, and McIntosh High Schools. Students can attend 
classes at those locations if distance is an issue. Hence, Bishop is “in” the community.
 The college’s workforce development initiatives illustrate that the college is “for” the community. 
Bishop has and continues to partner with industries such as MaaS aviation, alabama Power, and 
others in an effort to make sure that there is a qualified workforce ready and able to fill jobs that are 
coming to this area. Many students that have attended Bishop are working in the aviation, maritime, 
and other growing industries throughout the college’s service area. Bishop is for the business community 
and the community as a whole. It strives to provide the tools needed to succeed in career development 
or furthering one’s education at a 4 year college or university.
 In the true spirit of “serving” the community, Bishop’s students, faculty, and staff give back to the 
Mobile area in numerous ways. Examples of this can be seen with community service projects. With the 
upcoming holiday season, students from the barbering program will provide free haircuts to young men 
that attend the 2016 Inaugural “Meddie Ivory clark” Breakfast with Santa. Bishop State’s Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society is involved in many community projects such as the 10 caring gifts. The students, 
faculty, and staff, give back to the Mobile community throughout the year by sharing their time and 
talents.
 Bishop State is truly Mobile’s community college. The college is in the community, for the community, 
and serving the community. Bishop stands ready and willing to provide educational opportunities with 
a focus on being a true partner of the Mobile community. Dr. Reginald Sykes states it best when 
he says Bishop State is Mobile’s “community college.” D

on the road and loving it!
 ahhhh its holiday time and many of you will bypass the airport 
and hit the road to visit your loved ones. Of course you filled up 
the gas tank, loaded up on snacks and checked the tires. But are 
you ready? Ready to see the world, our nation and quaint towns 
up close with your own eyes? Of course we are on “electronic 
overload” with our favorite gaming system, dvds, cell phones, 
computers. But what about absorbing all the beauty outside? 
From the crisp leaves of the trees, to the historic and national 
monuments, to meeting new people? This is the time where you 
are all...one! One vehicle, one family, one mission...to get there 
safely. Have fun playing “old fashioned” games, as my kids call it. 
Who remembers “that’s my car”? Or keeping track of the different
license plates from other states? Or “I spy”? Hearing different 
accents, enjoying different food and talking to the locals. We are 
missing out because we are so busy go, go, going. 
 Now back to technology...interview one person inside the ve-
hicle and ask them what are they hoping for with this trip, what 
do they want to do once there? are they happy to take this trip? 
When you arrive safely make a quick video with a grandparent, 
favorite relative, family friend. ask them about fun times when 
you were growing up, what they wished they had known then, 
that they know now? Etc..
 as you head home, video tape and ask your fellow passenger, 
how much fun did they have? What was the best part of the trip? 
Which family member or friend did they enjoy spending time with 
and why? Now take that video and send it to your host who you 
visited or stayed with as a “thank you” gift for their hospitality. 
Look at that! you had fun, made memories, are now closer to your 
family members. These memories are priceless and your happi-
ness endless...all because your slowed down a bit and enjoyed life. 
 Wishing you safe travels and a very Merry christmas!

KELLY’s KORnER
Kelly Jones... a 17 year news veteran and mom
to 2 children Follow her on instagram and Twitter:
@KellyKJTV and Facebook: Kelly Jones

santa to Visit Daphne Public library
guess who is coming to town? Santa, that’s who!  Join the Daphne 
Public Library in the Library community Room on Thursday, 
December 15 at 4:00 p.m. or 5:00 p.m. as Santa shares his favorite 
stories with his Eastern Shore friends! cookies and warm cocoa 
will be provided. Don’t forget your camera! For more information 
contact Rhonda Moss at 621-2818 ext. 203 or Jami Weekley at 
621-2818 ext. 209. D

LIKE us on  FACEbOOK
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   December. That period between Thanksgiving and christmas where many of us 
begin reflecting on the things that we do have.  We start making plans for the coming 
year that is still full of promise.  For many of our neighbors, Thanksgiving, christmas 
and the coming of the New year blurs into the same hopeless grouping of all the days 
before.  The New year isn’t looked forward to with anticipation.
   For our neighbors who struggle with homelessness and unsuitable and unstable 
housing the promise of the New year is no more promising than the days that came 
before. 
   How can we help?  Here are a few ideas:
· Monetary support of local agencies that provide services and support to enhance 
housing options.
· Volunteer at your local agencies.  There is a lot of work to be done, be it one day in 
a kitchen passing out meals or a regular volunteer shift at a local agency, your pres-
ence has exponential potential to assist some of the people who are most in need in 
your neighborhood.
· Donate goods and services.  a good way to do this is to partner with area agencies 
that do the work daily. 
· Be a kind face and ear to a person in need.  Oftentimes, it is hard for us to slow 
down and talk to people, especially those who are different from us.  Slow down 
this month – talk to someone who is down on their luck.  you never know how that 
conversation and kindness will help that person.  Besides, I find that I usually get 
as much out of performing small acts of kindness as the person on the receiving end 
does.  
· Serve on a board or task force that aims to improve housing options in our com-
munity. What we know about homelessness in Mobile and Baldwin counties is that 
the only consistent factor is a high disparity between the demand and availability for 
housing options. 
   This list isn’t all inclusive.  There are endless options, it doesn’t matter what we 
do as long as we do something!  It has been wonderful sharing the ins and outs of 
homelessness with you this year.  Thank you for caring about those in our community 
that struggle with this issue.  Please reach out to Housing First if you would like to 
continue to be kept aware of this issue in the future. D

THE FACE OF HOMELEssnEss
Michelle Krulewicz-dees 
Licensed, Professional counselor
chief Operations Officer for Housing First, Inc.
contact Info: 251-445-3481

 Our Primary Concern is You! 
FRANKLIN PRIMARY HEALTH CENTER, INC. 

  

WALK-INS 

WELCOME! 

OUR SERVICES 
Internal Medicine, Geriatrics, Physicals, 

Laboratory, Health Insurance Enrollment, 
Prescription Drug Assistance 

ALL INSURANCES ACCEPTED INCLUDING:  
Medicare, Medicaid, ALL KIDS, BC/BS, Tri-Care           

  Discounted Services Available for the                                  
Uninsured and Underinsured 

 

572 Stanton Road      
      

      
      

      

Mobile, Alabama 

36617 Hours  
Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

www.franklinprimary.org 

 

HADLEY MEDICAL CENTER 

Internal Medicine, Geriatrics   
Dr. Prince Uzoije, MD, MSC, FACP Dr. Wanda Hicks, DNP 

Internal Medicine, Family 

 

Call for your appointment today 
     (251) 444-1000 

ACCEPTING NEW APPOINTMENTS 

DR. UZOIJE HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION 
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 Dashikis, melanin, dreads …. OH My!  The celebration of being Black is at an all time high. Some people just jumping on the bandwagon to 
say they are part of a movement.  Others are genuinely learning their african american history and using it as a lifestyle and voice. Meanwhile, 
others are just speaking to be heard with no substance or value.  
 Either way you fall into the “movement”, we as people of color must realize that we aRE people of color that come from an interesting history 
throughout the world.  
 Black people are NOT a fashion statement. We are people that want to be recognized, appreciated, and celebrated. We have contributed to the 
esoteric mixtures of culture throughout the world. However, we have also contributed to our demise in strength. We are in a period, where we 
are reliving our past, with a glimpse of hope and a lot of prayer that lay somewhere in the horizon. We have to take accountability for our social 
actions and perceptions within our own community, as well as globally.  We are a driving force economically,
culturally, socially. 
 Moving money from one bank to another does not scathe the top of the barrel. It is just the beginning. achieving a sound financial platform 
means, you HaVE to consistently do business with Black owned business (not just the banks). you have to have education whether vocational 
or higher education and you have to communicate. Somewhere in the course of discussion amongst peers, discuss institutionalized racism, 
stereotypes, and class within the african/american community. The opinions will surprise you.  Make sure you listen, because that is the 
first step to empowerment.  
 Become strategic with the plan. Then make it happen, making sure to include the community and how it effects the community at large. 
For example, Locs of Soul is a dread/loc salon that offers natural hair and barbering services. My goal is to educate my client as well as the 
public, on perception of dread/locs and natural hair.  
 While we look for the world to take african/american (people of color) serious, we have to start at home. african/americans have to take 
the african/american community seriously. Let’s work together to build a resilient, stronger community; locally, nationally, and globally. D

TRAnsITIOnIng bAsICs

Tanene Jackson
OwNEr OF lOCS OF SOul

a Natural Hair Salon
and Barber Shop

in mobile, al.
Tanene is also the
organizer to the

mobile Natural Hair and 
wellness Expo.

CONTaCT iNFO:

www.locsofsoul.com

FaCEBOOK:

locs of Soul

Email:

curiosity4_u@yahoo.com
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Rebelution with HIRIE
OCTOBeR 26 • hOuse Of BLues – dALLAs, Tx
Words and photos by Bret Arata

REVIEWS•REVIEWS

 Once again I made the trek down to House of Blues in Dallas, Tx, but this 
time a very different crowd gathered to get their reggae fix. I was surrounded 
by dreadlocks and shirts emblazoned with pot leaves, and the air was thick 
with the stench of marijuana despite security’s best efforts to enforce the no 
smoking policy. We were in the large hall on the basement level which had both 
balcony seating and standing room in front of the stage. Luckily, the photo pit 
was in front of the stage instead of to the side like in the cambridge Room, so 
I could get some great up-close shots.
 The opening act was HIRIE, a septet from Hawaii founded in 2013. HIRIE, 
a portmanteau of the Jamaican greeting “irie” and the “H” from Hawaii, is 
also the name of the lead singer. and I tell you, Hirie may be the most beauti-
ful woman I have ever seen sing on stage. If you’re reading this Hirie, know 
that I am single and definitely ready to mingle. They started their performance 
with a reggae version of the Legend of Zelda theme which to say the least was 
quite incredible. Their music is very ska-influenced, with chris Hampton and 
andrew McKee belting away on their saxophone and trombone respectively. 
Highlights of the show were an excellent cover of Matisyahu’s “King Without 
a crown” and a crowd pumping rendition of their own “Don’t Take My ganja.”
Maybe they were trying to send a message to the security staff. compared to 
their recorded stuff, which sounds pretty light and chill, their live performance 
is upbeat and hard-hitting, with Hirie bouncing up and down the stage. Most 
definitely a band you have to see live.
 This was one of the many stops on Rebelution’s fall tour with HIRIE. 
Formed in 2004 by five music students from Uc Santa Barbara, Rebelution 
has been delivering both rocking and relaxing reggae to fans, initially doing 
local shows and eventually working up to their first studio album in 2007, 
courage to grow, which was a smashing success. I admit my admiration of this 

band has been brief (a friend told me about them a couple weeks ago), but I 
have quickly come to love this rocking reggae troupe. Their sound is reminis-
cent of Sublime, but it’s chiller and more rock influenced. “Pretty Lady,” “Safe 
and Sound,” and “So High” got the whole crowd up and singing along. My 
favorite part of the show was the battle between the trumpet and saxophone 
players right before “Feeling alright.”
 Overall, this was a pretty relaxing night of reggae beats and good vibes. 
If you get the chance to see these guys on this tour, don’t miss it. D



PagE 11 www.SteppinOutMObile.cOMDECEMBER 2016 

Jason Isbell Took
Mobile by storm
photos by Beth Childs

REVIEWS•REVIEWS

With a show at the Saenger Theater and 
then a late night appearance at our local 
bar Veet’s, Jason Isbell really treated 
Mobile, alabama to a great evening.

SETLIST:
Flying Over Water; Stockholm; 24 Frames; 
Something More Than Free; Palmetto Rose; 
Speed Trap Town; If It Takes a Lifetime; 
Traveling alone; How to Forget; codeine; 
(Jason Isbell and the 400 Unit cover); 
Elephant; alabama Pines; (Jason Isbell 
and the 400 Unit cover); cover Me Up; 
Relatively; Easy; Outfit (Drive-By Truckers
song); Never gonna change; (Drive-By 
Truckers song); Encore: Storm Windows; 
(John Prine cover) (with Josh Ritter); 
Super 8; children of children D

The Mowgli’s
OCTOBeR 16 • COLOnY hOuse/dReAMeRs – hOB – dALLAs 

Written by: Bret Arata - photos by: Ben Mohler
   It was a school night, and a throng of mostly 
Dallas high school students eagerly gathered in 
the cambridge Room of the House of Blues, a 
sharp contrast to my last experience there at a 
Bad company show, where the average age was 
45. If you’ve never been to the House of Blues 
in Dallas, it’s a venue you just can’t miss when 
you’re in the area. The exterior looks as purpose-
ly gritty and bluesy as any House of Blues, but 
the inside reminded me of some Spanish mansion 
in the colonial Southwest. additionally, I was 
baffled by how much space is actually in the es-
tablishment; it’s like stepping into Scooby-Doo’s 
dog house.  There was even another big show at 
the same time which only figured out from the 

large number of Bad Religion t-shirts around. Still don’t know where they put that crowd.
 This was the second to last stop on the Mowgli’s Where’d your Weekend go Tour promoting their most recent al-
bum of the same name. Formed in 2010 by high school friends, this “quintessential california band” has been uplift-
ing and invigorating audiences all over with their sunny and upbeat indie rock. you may know them by their incred-
ibly popular “San Francisco,” but you should get to know them better because their entire catalog is phenomenal. 
This was the second time I’ve seen the Mowgli’s, the first right after fellow Jams Plus contributor caspian Roberts 
and I had narrowly escaped the clutches of the gulf Shores Police Department (our friend was not so lucky).
 The opening act was DREaMERS, a band whom I had yet to hear of but was pleasantly surprised by. Their music 
is energetic and at once both hard-hitting garage rock and modern indie rock. One song that really got this teenage 
crowd going was “DRUgS” which, as you may have guessed, is a song about the consumption of illegal materials. 
Other highlights of the performance were their renditions of “Sweet Disaster” and “Wolves,” all of which can be 
found on their debut album, This album Does Not Exist.
 Next up was colony House, formed in Franklin, TN in 2009 by two brothers and their friends. Their music is upbeat, 
Southern-influenced but not folksy. although I was not very familiar with the band before the show, I recognized 
a few songs like “Silhouettes” and “you Know it.” The band was very interactive and energetic, jumping on top of 
speakers while playing and engaging the crowd often.
 Finally, our most anticipated act arrived on stage. giant red balloons were placed behind the stage before they 
came on (Where’d your Weekend go features a little girl with a big red balloon on its cover). and for the next hour 
or so, the cambridge Room might as well have been Santa Monica beach. The set was a groovy mix of both songs 
from their new album and some of their old standby’s. My favorite part of a Mowgli’s performance is how personal 
they make it. Both colin Dieden and Katie Earl speak to the crowd as if they were old friends invited to a private 
performance in their living room. a particularly soulful rendition of “Love is Easy” was a highlight of the show. 
as the show was drawing to close, Earl told the crowd that their goal is that everybody leaves feeling better than 
they did, which was followed by a rocking performance of “I’m good.” The band subsequently left the stage, a move

continued on Page 18... see MoWLI’S



2016 FOOTbALL sCHEduLEs
all HOmE gamES arE CapiTaliZED

nEW ORLEAns sAInTs
D. 04 DETROIT  ...........................Noon
D. 11 at Tampa ............................ Noon
D. 18 at arizona  ...................... 3:05 pm 
D. 24 TaMPa  ...............................Noon
J.  01 at atlanta ............................Noon

COLLEgIATE gAMEs
sOuTH ALAbAMA
D. 03 NEW MExIcO STaTE  ....... TBa

TROY 
D. 03 at georgia Southern  ..........Noon
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releasing Mental entrapment Understanding Who you are!!!
   Releasing Mental Entrapment is not simple but it is a relief from the obligation to others and accepting 
your own accountabilities. To release is to let go of something or someone and that is hard to do when you 
desire someone. It is easier to release when there is no desire for the thing or person. Why is it so hard to let go of things that may 
not be good for you? It may be because of your commitment level and because there is a desire to be needed and loved. If the wrong 
people fill that desire then the search for fulfillment continues and runs the risk of it being filled from anyone common. “The 
desire for love is so imperative that if it is not filled correctly with genuine love, then any substitute that appears and feels like love 
will be acceptable.” 
   This statement suggests the level of commitment through love. It is hard to let go of harmful people and things that are not good. 
Why? Because we feel loved and desired by this substitute. Substitutes will allow you to acquire mixed emotions and misguided 
perspectives of reality and people. I want to tell you truth so you can be free from your entrapments. IT WaS yOUR FaULT.
   Releasing Mental Entrapment is a personal desire to change and gain a positive thinking process about SELF. D

THE REAL EnEMY — THE InnER ME
by a.D. mcKinley

congressional recognition
for bishop state
   Bishop State became the first com-
munity college to receive the Veteran’s 
Braintrust  award at a ceremony held 
in  Washington, Dc. This year marked 
the 26th anniversary of the award 
presentation sponsored by the congres-
sional Black caucus (cBc). It is given 
to recipients advocating on behalf of 
african american Veterans, supporters, 
and families. Bishop State is committed 
to supporting african american veter-
ans and veterans as a whole.
   The military service of Dr. Sanford 
D. Bishop, Sr. was also acknowledged. 
Dr. Bishop was appointed as the first 
president of the college in 1971 when it 
became an independent junior college. 
In 1971, the alabama Legislature re-
named the college as “S.D. Bishop State 
Junior college.” 
   congresswoman corrine Brown, 
Ranking Member of the Veterans affairs 
committee in congress, bestowed this 
award upon several recipients. con-
gresswoman Brown co-chairs the cBc 
Braintrust along with congressman 
Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. and congress-
man charles B. Rangel. Bishop State 
are truly honored to have received such 
distinguished recognition. D

 

according to the latest revision of the International classification of Diseases, approximately 3,500 infants die annually in 
the United States from sleep-related deaths. These figures include sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS), ill-defined deaths, 
and accidental suffocation and strangulation in bed. 
 after an initial decrease in the 1990s, the overall death rate attributable to sleep-related infant deaths has not declined in more recent
 years. Many of the modifiable and non-modifiable risk factors for SIDS and other sleep-related infant deaths are strikingly similar. 
 The american academy of Pediatrics recently updated its recommendations for safe infant sleeping environment. The task 
force is seeking ways that can reduce the risk of all sleep-related infant deaths. 
 “as a pediatrician, I fully support the updated sleeping guidelines from the aaP,” said Dr. Tonya Dobbs, who is a board-certified 
pediatrician with Family Health, the primary care division of the Mobile county Health Department. “I believe parents will be 
excited and welcome the new changes. They will be keeping their baby safe while also having more precious bonding time with 
their little ones.”
 Dr. Dobbs, who sees patients at the Eight Mile Health center on Saint Stephens Road, said the key guidelines from the aaP 
report included the following:

•	Placing	the	baby	on	his	or	her	back	on	a	firm	sleep	surface	such	as	a	crib	or	bassinet	with	a	tight	fitting	sheet.	
•	Avoid	using	soft	bedding,	crib	bumpers,	blankets,	pillows,	and	soft	toys.
•	Sharing	a	bedroom	with	parents	but	not	the	same	sleeping	surface,	for	at	least	the	first	6	months	of	life	preferably	until	
 the baby turns one.
•	Avoid	exposing	the	baby	to	smoke,	alcohol,	and	illicit	drugs.

  “The guidelines support evidence that babies who sleep on their backs are much less likely to die of SIDS than babies who sleep 
on their stomachs or sides,” Dr. Dobbs said. “The sleep recommendations will reduce the risk of an infant suffocating, strangling, 
or becoming trapped while sleeping in an adult’s bed.  
 “Sharing a room with the infant can decrease the risk of SIDS by as much as 50 percent and is much safer than bed sharing. 
The current recommendations aim to promote infant bonding, and will allow easier access for infant monitoring and for infant feedings.”   
 Please visit http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2016/10/25/peds.2016-2938.full to read the full report from the 
american academy of Pediatrics. D

new recommendations for safe infant sleeping
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Ask Flo!

A
Q

DO YOu hAve queStiOnS FOR FLO?
steppinoutnews@aol.com

DeAR FLO:
My kids are scared to death in this 
cycle of hateful behavior in our 
country.  What should I tell them? 

—I’m scared too

DeAR  i’M SCAReD tOO
I know it seems as if we have 
entered into a new era of disrespect 
and misuse of power. I am uneasy 
of the unknown also. I can share 
with you what I had to share with 
myself. I had to remind myself 
that love has always trumped and 
destroyed hate. I had to remind 
myself that in order to win the war, 
we will lose some battles. We are 
our strongest defense against hate, 
bullying, mistreatment, discrimina-
tion, or any thing that divides us.  
We must hold each other account-
able, starting with the people we 
live, work, socialize and worship 
with on a consistent basis. My 
nephew asked me “why would 
people hurt each other”? The only 
answer I could muster, with tears 
in my eyes, was “hurt people hurt 
people”. Tell your kids that love 
is more available than hate and it 
starts with them.  They can turn 
the world towards the sunshine of 
diversity and tolerance. They are 
the hope of our future. Tell them 
that we (the 1970’s babies) are 
sorry for letting them down. We 
apologize for reaping the benefits 
of those who fought and sacrificed 
for all of the triumphs and ac-
complishments this country has 
made over the last four centuries 
and not continuing to sacrifice and 
protect those behind us. It was not 
easy but they put the good of the 
country first.  e however, put the 
good of ourselves and stood silent 
as evil and hate gained a new voice 
among us.  There is a layer of fear 
in the air, but there is also a rising 
layer of hope as we are reminded of 
what we have endured and accom-
plished, that we need each other 
and that only if we stand together 
can we defeat hate with love, mercy 
and unity.  Tell them about their 
history, our history, in the words of 
our illustrious First Lady, Michelle 
Obama “when they go low, we go 
high.” D
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THInKIng OuTsIdE  OF THE bOx
Arthur L. Mack
fReeLAnCe wRITeR; Mobile, Alabama
Contact Info: steppinoutnews@aol.com

 Don’t Be afraid—But Stay Woke, Prayed Up, and Be Prepared To Fight Like Hell
 Well, hell has indeed frozen over—the chicago cubs are World Series champions, 
and Donald Trump is President-Elect of the United States.
 While I was happy that chicago got over its 108-year World Series drought, I had 
many concerns when Trump was elected in could be best described as the nastiest, 
most contentious Presidential campaign in this nation’s history. Never mind that 
there were so many undesirable things that Trump had going against him—misogy-
ny, racism, nastiness towards women, and just being a plain old bully—in the end, he 
proved the pollsters, the experts, and everybody else wrong.
 Immediately after Trump’s election was made official, there was the predictable 
wailing and gnashing of teeth from the very ones who were the targets of his rage. 
Based on what Trump said during the campaign, a lot of those fears were justified. 
 But now that the election is over, and Trump is, as we speak, putting the final 
touches on his cabinet, there are some things that bear pondering: How will america 
exist with a cabinet which has the potential of being the most right-wing in years? 
How will americans have to deal with not only a divided country, but one whose dis-
advantaged (minorities, Muslims, gays, etc.) groups will feel even more marginalized?
 There was talk about ‘draining the swamp,’ but that swamp will likely be replaced 
by dragons swimming in a moat, or a school of piranhas just waiting to eat away at 
many of the hard-fought gains we had over the past few years. Take note that Steve 
Bannon, a white nationalist who headed Breitbart News and who is being considered 
as Trump’s pick for chief White House strategist, is one of these individuals in ques-
tion.
 and what about being under the guidance of a man who has not only talked about 
cutting out overtime benefits for certain workers, but has changed his mind on some 
issues? Pretty unpredictable, indeed!
   The answer, is not, as some celebrities (and some who are not celebrities) have 
talked about doing—that is, moving to canada. To me, that would be running away 
from the problem. Here’s what I think has to be done, in several easy steps.
 First, we have to accept the fact that like it or not, Trump is the duly elected Presi-
dent of the United States. No amount of hell raising or marching, or protesting, is 
going to change that—even though I understand perfectly the premise behind these 
acts.
 The only way that things could change is that the Electoral college changes its 
mind and declares that Hillary clinton gets enough popular votes in certain states to 
sway the electoral vote total. Frankly, I don’t think that’s going to happen.
 Second, those who are likely to be hurt by Trump’s policies will have to organize 
and create a movement that is so powerful, and so mind-blowing, that it will make 
the rest of the world take notice. Perhaps they should take a lesson from the Tea 
Party, which sadly turned things for the worse in 2010. Unlike the Tea Party, how-
ever, this movement will be much, much more progressive.
 Third, and particularly for Blacks in this country, it’s going to be on us to make 
things better. Some see Trump’s election as a blessing in disguise because it could 
very well place an emphasis on self-reliance. To me, however, it’s a gigantic wake-up 
call. all along during the course of my writing this column, I’ve always preached self-
reliance. Not only can (and will) help us economically; it will also help us spiritually. 
 Simply put, we’re going to have to get away from being in a consumer mode, and 
get unto a producing mode.
 Fourth, continue to put your faith in god, because when it’s all said and done, he’s 
the one who’s going to ultimately get us out of this mess. It’s not going to happen, 
though, until we use our god-given talents and come up with ways to improve condi-
tions in our communities.
 That brings me to Step Number Five—education. Take the time to get more 
educated about what is going on around you, and spend less time being entertained

(continued on Page 18...  see THINKING)

FLAVA (continued from Page 06)

This month’s topic of discussion is The good, the Bad, and the grace of god by Jep 
and Jessica Robertson. For more information, please call cassandra at 209-3559 or 
email heartandsoulbookclub@gmail.com.

POETRy ENTHUSIaSTS
Monday, December 19, 6-7:45 p.m., Toulminville Branch, 601 Stanton Rd. Join mem-
bers of Spoken Word of Mobile for an evening of poetry readings at the Toulminville 
Branch. Students and adults are encouraged to share readings of their own works or 
works from their favorite poets. For more information, please call 438-7075.

cLaSSIcS REVISITED BOOK cLUB
Monday, December 19, 6:30 p.m., Ben May Main Library, 701 government Street. 
Join us the last Monday of the month for some lively book discussions on some of 
our favorite classics. This month’s topic of discussion is Of Mice and Men by John 
Steinbeck. For more information, please call 208-7902.

THE REaDER’S cHOIcE BOOK cLUB
Tuesday, December 20, 1 p.m., West Regional Branch, 5555 grelot Rd. Join us every 
third Tuesday for some lively book discussions and tips on what’s hot and what’s not 
in the world of books. This month’s topic of discussion is The Tipping Point: How 
Little Things can Make a Big Difference by Malcolm gladwell. For more information, 
please call 208-7097.

MOVIE MySTERIES @ MOORER
Tuesday, December 20, 5:30 p.m., Moorer/Spring Hill Branch, 4 South Mcgregor ave. 
Enjoy wonderful classic Who Done It films with commentary and fun facts provided 
by Frank.  This month’s feature is Who Is Killing the great chefs of Europe? The 
film runs 112 minutes and is rated Pg. For more information, please call 470-7770 
or email ftigner@mplonline.org.

FINDINg DORy
Wednesday, December 21, 2 – 3:30 p.m., ages 2 & Up, West Regional Branch, 
5555 grelot Road. calling all children - enjoy a special screening of Finding Dory. 
The feature runs 103 minutes and is rated Pg. For more information, call the 
children’s Department at 340-8571.

PJ’S & THE POLaR ExPRESS
Thursday, December 22, 2 p.m., all ages, Moorer/Spring Hill Branch, 4 South 
Mcgregor ave. Wear your favorite jammies and join us for an afternoon showing 
of The Polar Express. Film runs 100 minutes and is rated g. For more information, 
please call 470-7770 or email eenglish@mplonline.org.

For information on these and other events, visit www.mobilepubliclibrary.org

PricHarD library neWs
SaTURDay, DEcEMBER 2, 12:00-1:00 P.M, agES 6-13 ‘yEaRS OLD—VIDEO: 
“How the Flintstones Saved christmas”. With the holiday season upon Bedrock, 
Fred decided to help the Flintstones Family finances with a Part-time job. 

FRIDay, DEcEMBER 9, 12:00-1:00 P.M., agES 3-13 ‘yEaRS OLD—VIDEO: 
“Quigley’s Village a christmas Story; The Quigley’s are busy preparing for their 
christmas pageant. In all the rush Mr. Quigley accidentally loses Danny’s present. 
Everyone learns that christmas is much more than getting presents.

FRIDay, DEcEMBER 16, 12:00-1:00 P.M., agES 3-13 ‘yEaRS OLD—VIDEO: 
“Rudolph” The Red Nosed Reindeer. Rudolph, everyone’s favorite reindeer up 
christmas with his fantastic red nose! D



C A L E N d A R
MObILE

bIRMIngHAM
COnCERTs
The Blind Boys of alabama-Lyric Theatre, 12/8
St. Paul and The Broken Bones-alabama Theatre, 12/28-29

FOLEY
COnCERTs
Poarch Ninjas-Moe’s BBQ, 12/2

nEW ORLEAns
COnCERTs
Maxwell, Mary J. Blige, Ro James-Smoothie King   
 center, 12/1
Ms. Lauryn Hill, The Soul Rebels, Seun Kuti & 
 Egypt ‘80-Saenger, 12/1
John Prine, Shovels & Rope-Saenger, 12/2
John cleese/Eric Idle-Saenger, 12/3
The Spinners, Kenny Neal-Lakefront arena, 12/3
adam Sandler, David Spade, Rob Schneider, Nick 
 Swardson-Lakefront arena, 12/8
sPORTs: PRO bAsKETbALL
Pelicans vs. L.a. clippers-Smoothie King center, 12/2
Pelicans vs. Memphis grizzlies-Smoothie King center, 12/5
Pelicans vs. Philadelphia 76’ers-Smoothie King center, 12/8
Pelicans vs. golden State Warriors-Smoothie King center, 12/13
Pelicans vs. Indiana Pacers-Smoothie King center, 12/15
Pelicans vs. OKc Thunder-Smoothie King center, 12/21
Pelicans vs. Miami Heat-Smoothie King center, 12/23
Pelicans vs. Dallas Mavericks-Smoothie King center, 12/26
Pelicans vs. L.a. clippers-Smoothie King center, 12/28
Pelicans vs. N.y. Knicks-Smoothie King center, 12/30

COnCERTs
Fantasia, guordan Banks, LaPorsha Renae-Saenger, 12/2
Poarch Ninjas-Moe’s, 12/2
John Prine, Shovels & Rope-Saenger, 12/3
The Molly Ringwalds-Soul Kitchen, 12/9
Flow Tribe-callaghan’s, 12/15
38 Special-Moonpie celebration, 12/31
sPORTs: COLLEgE bAsKETbALL-MEn
Bishop State vs. Spring Hill, 12/2
Bishop State vs. Lawson State, 12/15
Spring Hill vs. Williams Baptist college, 12/17
Univ. of Mobile vs. Spring Hill, 12/10
Univ. of Mobile vs. carroll, 12/21
Univ. of Mobile vs. Middle georgia State, 12/29
Univ. of Mobile vs. Dalton State, 12/31
USa vs. Middle Tennessee State, 12/3
USa vs. Denver, 12/13
USa vs. Spring Hill, 12/19

sPORTs: COLLEgE bAsKETbALL-WOMEn
Bishop State vs. Pearl River, 12/1
Bishop State vs. Lawson State, 12/15
Spring Hill vs. Loyola, 12/9
Spring Hill vs. William carey, 12/12
Univ. of Mobile vs. Spring Hill, 12/10
Univ. of Mobile vs. Middle georgia State, 12/29
Univ. of Mobile vs. Brenau, 12/31
USa vs. Southern Mississippi, 12/4
USa vs. Southern, 12/12
USa vs. William carey, 12/15
USa vs. North carolina State, 12/19
USa vs. Troy, 12/31
sPORTs: COLLEgE FOOTbALL
Dollar general Bowl-Ladd Peebles Stadium, 12/23

MusEuMs
—Exploreum
Hands on Hall; ON-gOINg
Minds on Hall; ON-gOINg
Science Lab (ciba Lab); ON-gOINg
Wharf Wonder; ON-gOINg
—Fort Conde
Historic Fort: Founded in 1702, 
 Moved to Mobile in 1711; ON-gOINg
—Museum of Art
Material Imaginings, ON-gOINg
—Museum of Mobile
Old Ways, New Days Part I & II, ON-gOINg
Walls and Halls, ON-gOINg
cSS alabama cannon, ON-gOINg
—Phoenix Fire Museum 
Steam Engines, Motorized Vehicles, gallery; 
 ON-gOINg

ATLAnTA
COnCERTs
Dave Koz, Valerie Simpson, Jonathan Butler, 
 Kenny Latimore-cobb centre, 12/2
Kanye West-Phillips arena, 12/8
atlanta Rhythm Section-Eddie’s attic, 12/8
The Blind Boys of alabama-Ferst center, 12/8
Will Downing, Najee-cobb centre, 12/11
adam Sandler, Rob Schneider, David Spade, 
 Nick Swardson-Fox Theatre, 12/13
Ken Ford-Eddie’s attic, 12/15
Michael W. Smith, amy grant, Jordan Smith
 -Infinite Energy center, 12/16

R. KELLy • Fox Theatre • 12/27
Indigo girls-city Winery, 12/31
FAMILY sHOWs
Dancing With The Stars-Fox Theatre, 12/31

bILOxI
COnCERTs
Todd O’Neill-IP casino, Resort and Spa, 12/1-2
goo goo girls, Safetysuit, Todd O’Neill-IP casino, 
 Resort and Spa, 12/3
Donny & Marie Osmond-Beau Rivage, 12/2
Martina McBride, High Valley-Beau Rivage, 12/10
Wynonna & The Big Noise-IP casino, Resort and Spa, 12/16
The Molly Ringwalds-Beau Rivage, 12/31
FAMILY sHOWs
Disney On Ice-coast coliseum, 12/1-4
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sPORTs: PRO FOOTbALL
Saints vs. Detroit Lions-Superdome, 12/4
Saints vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers-Superdome, 12/24

PEnsACOLA 
COnCERTs
The Movement, The Holdup-Vinyl Music Hall, 12/1
David Shaw-Vinyl Music Hall, 12/3
yelawolf-Vinyl Music Hall, 12/4
The Fixx-Vinyl Music Hall, 12/8
Vale of Pnath, aethere-The Handlebar, 12/8
Salt-N-Pepa, Kid N Play, color Me Badd, coolio, Tone Loc,  
 young Mc-Bay center, 12/9
cowboy Mouth-Vinyl Music Hall, 12/30
FAMILY sHOWs
Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer: The Musical
 -Saenger Theatre, 12/19
D

November 2016
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LIKE us 0n FACEbOOK

ExPREssIOns: RIgHT OR WROng
Lisa Johnson 
a Poet and Writer who lives in Mobile

 Hatred, racism, and prejudice all have one thing in common.  
They are all taught.  No one is born having hatred in their 
heart.  No one is born a racist.  No one is born prejudice.  When you look into the eyes 
of a baby, all you see is love.  Why would anyone want to train their child to show ha-
tred towards another race?  It takes a lot of negative energy to expend hatred, racism, 
and prejudice.  Neither is it healthy to display such traits in your life.  Interestingly 
enough, hate comes in many shades and forms. There’s a writer by the name of an-
drew Sullivan who summed up the matter nicely: “There is hate that fears, and hate 
that merely feels contempt; there is hate that expresses power, and hate that comes 
from powerlessness; there is revenge, and there is hate that comes from envy. . . . 
There is the oppressor’s hate, and the victim’s hate. There is hate that burns slowly, 
and hate that fades. and there is hate that explodes, and hate that never catches fire.”
 The fact of the matter is we are all descendants of adam and Eve.  We are all made 
in god’s image, so how can any person hate another human being.  god is love and 
he wants us to love one another.  can you imagine what this world would be like if 
hatred, racism, and prejudice didn’t exist?  Love is a powerful component to overcoming 
such behavior traits. *Proverbs 10:12; Matthew 5:44; Romans 12:17-19; Hebrews 4:12* D

2016 Helen keller art show of alabama
   The 2016 Helen Keller art Show of alabama is currently on display in the first 
floor gallery of the University of South alabama Marx Library. The show will be on 
exhibit from November 1, 2016 – January 31, 2017. It is free and open to the public 
during regular Library hours.
   The Helen Keller art Show of alabama is an annual show for alabama students 
who are visually impaired, blind, or deaf/blind. It was established in 1983 as a coop-
erative project between agencies serving children with visual impairments. The art 
show is open to students of all ages in alabama public, private, residential, and home 
schools. The philosophy of the exhibit is that all participating students are consid-
ered winners and teachers are encouraged to incorporate visual arts into the indi-
vidual educational plan of each student. The show provides students an opportunity 
to showcase their special talents and abilities. The artwork is unique with emphasis 
on creativity, color, and tactile media.
   Every year, the art show travels throughout the state of alabama and is displayed 
in museums, art galleries, and agencies. The grand prize winner’s art remains in a 
permanent collection at Ivy green in Tuscumbia, alabama, which is Helen Keller’s 
birthplace.
   Support for the annual Helen Keller art Show of alabama is provided through 
the sale of the art and through sponsors, including UaB Vision Science Research 
center – Education and Outreach Module, UaB School of Optometry, UaB Program 
for Visual Impairments, UaB School of Education, EyeSight Foundation of alabama, 
callahan Eye Foundation Hospital, the Patty Johnson award, the colbert county 
Tourism and convention Bureau, the Nelson Family award, and the Boyd Rogan 
Family award. D
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(Project Runway)
suicide

JAnET REnO-78
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 (1993–2001)
Parkinson’s disease

FIdEL CAsTRO-90
POLITICIAn

KEVIn CuRRAn-59
TV ACTOR/wRITeR

Cancer

HOLLY dunn-59
COunTRY sIngeR/sOngwRITeR

Ovarian Cancer
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(Barney Miller)
Respiratory Failure

JuLIE gREgg-79
(The Godfather)

Cancer
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ACTRess

FLOREnCE HEndERsOn-82
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Ask dr. Walker

baby it’s cold outside
 It’s finally winter! It’s getting dark earlier, the 
humidity is low and it’s a little chilly.  There is no 
better time to snuggle up next to a cozy fire and 
spend some time with the one you love. a fulfilling 
sex life is an important part of good health. Having 
sex at least once per week can improve the immune 
system, lower blood pressure, improve bladder 
function in women, and reduce insomnia. It may 
also improve heart function, reduce prostate cancer risk in men and reduce over 
all stress levels.
 There are also a number of physical and psychological issues that can complicate 
a healthy sex life. Sexual dysfunction is extremely common with 30-50% of men and 
women experience some type of sexual difficulty during their life cycle.
 Probably the most important factor of having good reproductive health is having 
good health in general. If you are not taking good care of yourself, eventually your 
sex life will suffer as well. Optimizing your general health and fitness level is crucial.
 Human beings need to eat five servings of fresh or frozen vegetables every day. We 
need to eat breakfast. We need to eat lean proteins like beans, chicken and fish. We 
need fresh fruit. We need to avoid simple starches and sugars. We need some healthy 
fats in our diets. Human beings need at least 6 to 8 hours of sleep every day. We need 
to meditate, pray or have a moment of peace on a daily basis to help alleviate stress. 
We need to try to minimize the negative stressors in our lives. Human beings need at 
least 30 minutes of vigorous physical activity five times per week. 
 Making sure you are doing what it takes to be a healthy is a great first step towards
being ready for a fulfilling sex life.
 Each ask Dr. Walker column this winter will focus on sexual and reproductive 
health. any questions?  ask Dr. Walker at steppinoutnews@aol.com. D

dr. barbara Walker
BOarD CErTiFiED FamilY pHYSiCiaN

THINKING... continued from Page 14

by silly stuff. I always said that some of us (and I stress SOME) of us are more con-
cerned with being entertained by silly videos instead of reading educational books. 
 Which leads me to number six—be aware that racism was jacked up to new levels 
during the Trump campaign. There were some reports of increases of racially-pro-
voked attacks after Trump was elected. add to that the rise of the alt-Right move-
ment—which to me is while small, one of the most dangerous organizations to ever 
walk the planet. 
 That right there is cause for alarm. But I was comforted by one thing—I’ve heard 
some people say that they are not going to put up with racial attacks as well as the 
reversal of other gains, and are willing to defend themselves. Their battle cry is this: 
We’re not living in the ‘50s and ‘60s anymore!!
   No, we’re not. I’m willing to stand up and not allow the clock to be turned back. 
you should be willing to do the same, too. D

MoWLI’S... continued from Page 11 

which was followed by chants of “One more song! One more song!” after a moving 
solo performance by Dieden, the band brought both DREaMERS and colony House 
back onstage to do a phenomenal ensemble performance of “San Francisco.”
   Overall, this was a fantastic show at a fantastic venue. The last show of the tour is 
October 18th in Tucson, aZ, so you may have missed your opportunity to see these 
three bands together. However, if you get a chance to see any individually, take it. 
Trust me, you won’t regret it. D

Ruth’s
ThRIfT & gIfTs

Hats • Purses • Shoes

Clothing:
Plus • Petite, • Misses

Men & Kids

Jewelry • Avon • & More

Open eveRYDAY
(Except wednesdays & sundays)

10:30AM-5:00pM

140 SouTh SagE avE. SuiTE C • 251-802-9194
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MARKETIng YOuR WAY  TO suCCEss
nathaniel Patterson—maNagiNg parTNEr, THE paTTErSON grOup
Empowers people with effective marketing strategies that increase business
development, awareness and enhance personal lifestyles.
CONTaCT iNFO: 888.599.5502; linkedin; Twitter - @journeycoach1.

NoT yET!!!
Willie Mae and Leroy were in a busy shopping center just before Christmas. 
The husband wandered off as she was standing in line, saying something 
about being back in a little bit. After getting through the line, Leroy wasn’t 
back yet and since they still had more shopping to do, Willie Mae called him 
on his cell phone. The wife said, “Where are you?” Leroy said, “You remem-
ber the jewelers we went into about 10 years ago, and you fell in love with 
that diamond necklace? I couldn’t afford it at the time and I said that one 
day I would get it for you.” Tears started to flow down Willie Mae’s cheeks 
and she got all choked up. “Yes, I do remember that shop,” she replied.  
“Well”, said Leroy, “I’m in the bar next to that!!!”

I CAN FIx THAT!!!
A couple of women were playing golf one sunny Saturday morning. The 
first woman, Willie Mae, teed off and watched in shock as her ball headed 
directly toward a group of men playing the next hole. Indeed, the ball hit 
one of the men, Leroy, and he immediately clasped his hands together at 
his crotch, fell to the ground and proceeded to roll around in evident agony. 
Willie Mae rushed down to Leroy and immediately began to apologize. 
She said, “Please allow me to help. I’m a physical therapist and I know I 
could relieve your pain if you’d allow.” “I’ll be all right...I’ll be fine in a few 
minutes,” he replied breathlessly as he remained in the fetal position still 
clasping his hands together at his crotch. But she persisted, and he finally 
allowed her to help him. She gently took his hands away and laid them to 
the side, she loosened his pants, and she put her hands inside. She began to 
massage him. Willie Mae then asked him, “How does that feel?” To which 
Leroy replied, “It feels great, but my thumb still hurts like hell!!!”

LET ME CHooSE!!!
Leroy went to confession and he told Father Duffy that he had an affair 
with a married woman from the parish. Father Duffy asked Leroy who she 
was and Leroy said, “Father, I can’t tell you.” Father said, “If you don’t 
tell me I cant give you absolution.” Leroy again said, “I know Father, but I 
just can’t tell you.” Father Duffy then asked, “Was it Mrs. Murphy?” “No, 
Father.” “Was it Mrs. Johnson?” “No, Father.” “Was it Mrs. Williams?” 
“No, Father”, said Leroy, “I just cannot tell you who it was.” Father Duffy 
tells Leroy to go out and think about it and then come back when ready to 
confess who it was. Leroy leaves the church and runs into his friend Wil-
lie. Willie asks, “Did you tell him you had the affair?” Leroy said, “Yes. He 
wanted to know who it was, but I wouldn’t tell him.” Willie asks, “What did 
he say? Did he give you absolution?” Leroy grins and says, “Oh no, but he 
did give me three new possibilities!!!”

Marketing strategies For small businesses, Part 2
In October, 2016 we reviewed Part 1, where I highlighted Business to Business (B2B), 
Business to consumer (B2c), content Marketing and guerilla Marketing. Now let’s 
review three of my favorite marketing strategies.

Human to Human (H2H) —  is taking a step back and saying we need to communicate 
more with our audiences. The campaign connects with the customer in such a per-
sonalize way that they know the business is listening to them. H2H marketing is a 
conversation with your customers/clients which draws positive emotions and creates 
solutions. H2H marketing instills more human to human contacts along the touch-
points. It trains employees to represent the brand by owning the moments and creat-
ing inspiring customer experiences.

Example: We developed a H2H strategy for small Southern california apparel firm. 
We told the story of an average student, who was discouraged but found her path.  
She was known for her smile especially in the face of adversity. Utilizing Twitter and 
Facebook we told her story in increments over a year. In addition, she sent daily posi-
tive affirmations with her unique logo smile. We surveyed customers monthly asking, 
‘How can we serve you better?’ and followed up with customers via phone calls, 
emails and social media.

Lifestyle Marketing speaks to people through their current statuses. The premise is 
that people seek products and services based on their present or aspired lifestyles. 
Businesses create innovations, products and services around these lifestyles.

Example: Some banks have embraced Lifestyle Marketing by creating categories:    
No credit, Poor credit, Moderate and High credit.  Based on consumer selection the 
bank can market specific products and services, sponsor related events and utilize 
lifestyle content marketing.

Relationship Marketing — This is one of the earliest marketing strategies that focused 
on retention and long-term relationships. Relationship marketing utilizes customer 
relationship management (cRM) software, inbound marketing, public relations, 
search engine optimization (SEO) social media and web applications. It tracks and 
analyzes customer preferences to focus on products and services that they want.  
Information gathered is shared through the organization to create pleasant customer 
experiences.  Relationship marketing focuses on upgrading customers based on their 
purchase history and business growth. Retention is important, being that it is 5x 
more costly to acquire than retain.

Continued Success! D
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